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Education is the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world.
– Nelson Mandela

ENVISIONING
A WORLD FREE
FROM SEXUAL
VIOLENCE
The mission of The California Coalition
Against Sexual Assault (CALCASA) is to provide
leadership, vision and resources to rape crisis
centers, individuals and other entities committed
to ending sexual violence.
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1 - http://iaclea.org/visitors/about/documents/
WhiteHouseCouncil_sexual_assault_report_1-21-14.pdf.
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ThE Evolving landscapE of sExual assaulT on collEgE
campusEs
Rape and Sexual Assault2

Renewed Call To Action to End

it came on the tail of many other events that had begun to call
Over the past years, there has been an increase in survivors

information about sexual assault, including acquaintance rape, to
help inform the campus community about the issue.
Not Alone: The First Report of the White House Task
Force to Protect Students From Sexual Assault
recommendations, and promising programs.

media attention, but these are certainly not the only incidents
of sexual assault.
Unfortunately, we will never hear about many student
experiences because students didn’t know they had the right to
complain, didn’t know they had experienced sexual assault, or
didn’t want to tell anyone about it.
The media’s increasing attention to this issue has brought it
into the living rooms of future students, parents, grandparents

As a result of this increased focus and call for action, there is a
schools are held accountable for their responses, and advocates
are at the front lines calling for better responses and prevention.

) made it clear
that schools are required to promptly end the sexual violence,
established a method of data collection to
campuses and a set of rights for campus sexual assault survivors

that survivors can include a support person at all stages of the
disciplinary process, that schools articulate their sanctions for
focus on prevention programs to address the issue of sexual
violence at its core.

REfEREncEs

While the landscape is changing rapidly, CALCASA continues to
see gaps in this national conversation. Student voices are often
develop response systems, resources, policies and prevention
programs related to sexual assault on college campuses. In
dialogue. We believe these experiences are critical in developing
relevant to diverse students.

calcasa’s appRoach To addREssing sExual violEncE on collEgE campusEs

sexual violence.
survivor centeredness:
survivor at the center requires colleges, policy
to the varying needs of survivors and prevents

provide input into policy development.
community collaboration and Engagement: The

comprehensive prevention: While it is tempting
or a particular type of prevention strategy,
comprehensive prevention creates an environment
that has the potential to change campus norms. No
one prevention strategy can have the impact of a
comprehensive approach. Comprehensive prevention
requires a range of prevention strategies, including

Comprehensive prevention includes strategies that
not occur again. Comprehensive prevention requires

Partnerships among various campus programs and
that survivors have access to much needed resources
and increases the accountability of institutions to the

campus.

at various levels of the university from faculty to
all levels of students, including transfer students,
and should saturate the campus community from
curriculum development to student orientation and

14

CALCASA2014

TERms usEd in This REpoRT
9

WhaT is sExual assaulT? 7
as a continuum of violence that includes the exploitation of

can be found in our families and our marriages, throughout the
and in collective attitudes that blame the victim and excuse the
perpetrator.

perpetrator in cases of intimate partner violence).
Consideration of a survivor’s family and social

vicTim, suRvivoR, vicTim/suRvivoR/accusER

by their families or cannot return to their homes).

experienced sexual violence. The terms are often used

Ongoing education about resources and prevention
all community members, including survivors of
violence.

fact that a crime has been committed. People outside the criminal
system have also historically used the term victim because
sexual violence is an experience of victimization, and part of
that experience includes physical and emotional integrity and
emerged as part of the sexual assault victim’s rights movement
sexual violence. These terms identify sexual violence as an
experience of victimization, but also honor the strength and

Provision of both immediate needs (e.g. medical,
ongoing therapy and health care, access to income,
employment security, housing, transportation) for
the survivor and any dependents (e.g. children and

pERpETRaToR/offEndER/accusEd

title ix coordinator) Accused is the language that is used in a Title
pERpETRaToR accounTabiliTy 8
gEndER EQuiTy
accountability of perpetrators of sexual assault and communities
assault. In this understanding, the communities around both the
survivor and perpetrator can be both causing and receiving harm,

causes of sexual violence. Programs commonly address cultural
and collectively learned biases and or social norms that support
gender inequality and physical, emotional and sexual abuse.

ensure equitable access to opportunities, resources, status and
rights for all.
change
apology, recognition, action

Because individuals across the gender spectrum
transmit culture, gender equity programs can be
implemented in single gender expression or mixed
gender groups.

REfEREncEs

1 IN 5
women will be sexually
assaulted while in college

Source: Rape and Sexual Assault: A Renewed Call to Action, White House
Council on Women and Girls, January 2014, http://iaclea.org/visitors/
about/documents/WhiteHouseCouncil_sexual_assault_report_1-21-14.pdf.

Collecting accurate information about perpetration is challenging.
assault. Statistics can play an important role in understanding
data is limited in that it may not account for sexual assaults that
experience of marginalized populations – including immigrant,

questions designed to capture the same perpetration behaviors

consistently underrepresented in surveys and reporting.

suggests that a person has perpetrated sexual assault, but

Survivors’ reasons for not reporting may include concerns
to admit it due to social desirability concerns. There is still a
need for rigorous and accurate methods of assessing the rate of
perpetration.
them.
prevalence estimates produced.
REfEREncEs

on responses to questions about sexual assault victimization and perpetration.

KEY THEMES AND STUDENT
RECOMMENDATIONS
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HOW THE STUDENT SUMMIT WAS
ORGANIZED
The following pages contain the
experiences and voices of the students
attending CALCASA’s Student Summit
on Sexual Assault. This document is
the product of student led discussions
during the summit with content
support and context provided by
CALCASA. As you read the following
pages please consider how you may use
these recommendations, in whole or in
part, to change the culture related to
sexual violence on your campus.

marginalized communities.
their experiences and develop recommendations for universities,

insights.

20%
of undergraduate women
reported attempted or
completed sexual assault
since entering college

collective voice of California students.

relevant for a range of schools. In the evening, students engaged
synthesized notes from the day.
On the second day, the students divided into four groups based

applied to college campuses and responded to questions in a

student discussions and recommendations around the four
themes (Response, Resources, Policies, and Prevention). At
Source: C. P. Krebs, Lindquist, Warner, Fisher, & Martin, 2009a.

discourse.

S T U D E N T S U M M I T O N S E X U A L A S S A U LT
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RESPONSE

WHAT WE MEAN BY “RESPONSE”

THE PROBLEM
lack of awareness of the response process and where to get
help. There are multiple points of entry to access the response

next section. Response also includes informal norms that may not
enforcement, legal services and health services. Moreover,
provide comprehensive and coordinated services to survivors.
The survivor’s rights in the reporting process and a
support. Campus departments and community organizations
should coordinate their services and ensure that the survivor is

the reporting process.
Available support services for survivors (located on

Timely and accessible response means that if a sexual assault

based rape crisis centers may not be.
Accommodations for victims such as having the

Monday for a response.

A survivor may be fearful
of reaching out to someone on campus for fear of retaliation or
may also not be ready to disclose their stories and experiences

systems.
adviser (RA), police department, health center, professor,

next and traumatizing to repeat their story over and over again.
Moreover, individuals that have the potential to come into contact
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discrimination and fear.

access support after sexual assault due to previous negative

Safe and Confidential Resources
for Survivors Are Critical

gender identity or having their immigration status threatened.

“Safe and confidential” means that
survivors:
1.

obligations to investigate.
Many schools – especially

and legal advocacy. While there may be some volunteer
student advocates, they often do not have the supervision,
survivors.
, preventing

alcohol use and sexual assault also excuses assaultive or abusive
behavior. The survivor is often given information about alcohol

and drug use for survivors and their supportive friends can have

Have the opportunity to share their
experience of violence without fear of
reprisal or retaliation;

2. Understand their options, including the
choice of filing an official report or not
and who should be allowed to hear their
personal story;
3. Feel a renewed sense of autonomy and
trust that they might have lost during the
assault; and
4. Understand that they are not alone.

When these services are available, students can begin their healing process and get the support they
need to continue with their education and fulfill
their academic potential. When these services are
not provided, survivors lose the ability to direct
the process in a way that is in her/his best interest.
As a result, student survivors may have difficulties
focusing in the classroom, keeping up with their
studies, and even maintaining their enrollment due
to trauma and/or time spent looking for resources.

S T U D E N T S U M M I T O N S E X U A L A S S A U LT
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STUDENT RECOMMENDATIONS – RESPONSE
available.

campus response systems should be crafted in ways that
consider the experiences of marginalized groups and prevent
further harm to survivors.
is a very large gap in resources available for students from
historically marginalized communities. Colleges should partner

a campus response system. There should be services available

identify the needs of these student communities and appropriate
particular student populations.

consideration the varying cultures of the student
population and the unique barriers these students

articulated in writing and communicated to all students and
faculty in ways that are highly visible, accessible, and frequent.
It is vital that resources are easily accessible on the college’s
based rape crisis center and/or other outside groups are often
It’s important to have a rape crisis center representative available
to inform students about response mechanisms, resources, and
prevention.

“Campuses might have all sorts of responses and
to go – if this information isn’t really accessible – it
doesn’t help. You don’t only need the resources, you

public reputation or liability of the educational institution. Having
a resource that is not primarily located on campus can increase
Moreover, rape crisis centers’ and colleges should collaborate
to tailor responses to be more accessible for students, including
outside of the campus system. Campuses can also strengthen

“A priority should be to connect campus resources

that responders can give to survivors that indicates
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There needs to be stronger coordination among the various
campus and community response systems.

and supportive communication skills should be required for
all individuals who are likely to come into contact with sexual
assault survivors (such as campus police, health center and

ensuring that communication lines are clear among the various
All response teams should have standardized response and
the process. Having a unifying response process across campus
– such as a CCRT (Coordinated Community Response Team) – can
ensure a comprehensive approach to improving safety and access
to services for victims and increasing perpetrator accountability.
It is critical that this advocate have a primary goal of supporting

others. Special attention should be placed on language and not

and a duty to the survivor.

“Campus response to sexual assault should be
coordinated, transparent, clear, and accessible to all

“If a female survivor goes to campus police and says
assumption that she has a male partner. This reinforces

– Student Particpant

“I’m surprised a lot of student advocates don’t have

they can better facilitate disclosures and conversations

campus) who are well trained and accessible to students on a

“Campus police departments are often not sensitive to
internships for credit and other incentives.
– Angelica Perez, Student Participant

to get services. Online, the school posts that victims
should call the police – as though the school does not
have any responsibility to support students in this
matter. Other schools seem to have so many more
– Nayla’ Hull, Community College Student Participant

S T U D E N T S U M M I T O N S E X U A L A S S A U LT
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KEY ELEMENTS FOR EFFECTIVE RESPONSES
suRvivoR cEnTEREd

compREhEnsivE sERvicEs ThRough campus and communiTy
paRTnERships

Advocacy
sensitivity training.
Culturally relevant responses. A range of community
and campus resources exists, including those
for marginalized student populations such as

Medical care

Academic options

disabilities, and others.

Housing options
Legal options
assaulted (for example, for using alcohol or drugs).

Counseling
Agency

has occurred. Commitment to a survivor centered
approach means creating response policies and
victimization.

AREAS FOR FURTHER EXPLORATION

TimEly & accEssiblE

needs of students from historically marginalized

response systems that use both on campus resources
at all times.

Students frequently mention the critical need

services are coordinated to ensure survivor centered
responses and processes.
crisis centers and other services.
them appropriately, including services housed in

Students expressed a clear need for standardized

options and processes.

42.2%

before age 18

19.3%

women during their freshman year reported
at least one sexual victimization experience.

Source: Mouilso, E. R., Fischer, S., & Calhoun, K. S. (2012).
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RESOURCES

WHAT WE MEAN BY “RESOURCES”
limited relationships with community based services.

options and inform students about programs and services.
Resources provide immediate and accessible information about
sexual assault policies, response mechanisms, support services,

available resources.
Written resources are not accessible.

of online, print, and audiovisual formats and updated regularly.
Students and faculty at a minimum should be able to google a
school’s name and sexual assault and obtain immediate, clear and

THE PROBLEM
who is required to report.
health center or student services due to a fear that “everyone

need for practical assistance.
There are limitations for existing safety escort services – for
example, they may have distance limitations – and students may
often do not have funds to pay for childcare or transportation to
access services.

students and campus stakeholders are not aware of available
resources and services.

Many campuses – especially community colleges and trade
services and prevention programs. Services and response are
support or involvement. Many schools don’t have relationships

student populations.
disabled students, and other marginalized groups – do not feel
previous experiences of discrimination or other barriers. Often

it’s critical to have spaces
where we can learn about
sexual assault resources
campuses and discuss what
works and doesn’t work.
– Student Participant

S T U D E N T S U M M I T O N S E X U A L A S S A U LT
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STUDENT RECOMMENDATIONS – RESOURCES
college/university administrators should be responsible for
sharing and publicizing clear, accessible, easily found, written
resources (online and hard copy) about available sexual assault
services and response at orientation and throughout a student’s
academic career.
It’s also important to address the potential disciplinary outcomes
suspension, removal from classes, and other consequences.

“Resources for students should be gathered in one place.

– Stephanie Terrassa, Sierra College

students, immigrant students, students with disabilities, and
other marginalized communities.

“Students need a fact sheet (online and hard copy) that
may also have community based resources for these populations.

There should be mandatory training for students, faculty and
campus policies and resources.
Colleges should provide training during orientation and

in Spanish. What is available to me if I am sexually
– Angelica Perez, Student Participant

and include relevant activities. Training content should include
“Resources need to be more culturally diverse and help
a hold on student registration unless this training is completed.

Policies should include education campaigns for prospective and
current students and families to understand reported numbers and

– Stephanie Terrassa, Sierra College

“We need to strengthen our multicultural competence
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can be established through a memorandum of understanding

“We need to support community colleges and technical

income students need basic resources such as paid crisis

paid advocates on campus because the burnout rate is
really high and it can seem really apparent to survivors

48.8% of college women
who were victims of
attacks that met the
study’s definition of rape
did not consider what
happened to them rape.

Source:Sexual Victimization of Collegiate Women. Bureau of
Justice Stats. US Department of Justice, (2000).

S T U D E N T S U M M I T O N S E X U A L A S S A U LT
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campuses should have ways to provide a wide array of tangible
transportation, and childcare for survivors who seek services
and redress.

After the assault has occurred, survivors express a strong need
navigating the response system, and transportation to be able to
is a need for transportation to help survivors get to counseling
resources.

campuses and rape crisis centers or other local agency

school there’s no mention of it. I realize my school may not

majority of students were not aware
of many of the sexual assault related
resources available on campus
Source: Hayes-Smith & Levett (2010).
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KEY ELEMENTS FOR EFFECTIVE RESOURCES

about these resources – meaning that a student shouldn’t have to

Resources should be integrated into school events throughout
the year, including orientation, class syllabi, regular email blasts,
EffEcTivE REsouRcEs

IDEAS FOR RESOURCES GENERATED AT
THE STUDENT SUMMIT

Campus sexual assault advocates in
one study described both positive
collaborations with law enforcement
(e.g. advocates regularly invited to train
officers) and strained relationships
stemming from their different obligations.
Campus advocates also described some of
the challenges of getting faculty and staff
to understand what the policies require.

List resources and policies on every syllabus and planner.

Conduct regular email and social media campaigns on
student rights and resources.
Put barcodes around campus that students and
policies and resources.

and resources.

Source: Payne (2008).

S T U D E N T S U M M I T O N S E X U A L A S S A U LT
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POLICIES

WHAT WE MEAN BY “POLICIES”
prevention. Policies help students understand their rights and
understand the school’s approach to addressing and preventing

support survivors and hold perpetrators accountable sends

support. Although many institutions have informal practices or
amnesty policies that prioritize the response to sexual assault
of these practices, if they exist.

campus.

THE PROBLEM
There is a great need to contextualize reporting numbers. A
in sexual assault services on campus, the more the reporting
institutions are often not being held accountable.

motivation for administrators to be accountable around sexual
services since survivors feel safe reporting an assault. This creates
an ironic image problem for the college.

be accountable.
a sexual assault. Without a clear understanding of the policies
universities are reporting numbers for the Clery report.

schools only address the issue of sexual assault in their sexual
misconduct policies.
Schools frequently use their sexual misconduct polices as the
only place to address the issue of sexual assault. Since sexual
assault can happen in various environments, it is important that

There are no consistently applied standards within and across
institutions of higher learning, leading to huge discrepancies in
how sexual assault is addressed.

programs, athletics and club policies.
assault. There are also personal and institutional biases that
prevent all students from receiving the same level of support
after a sexual assault.
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STUDENT RECOMMENDATIONS – POLICIES
all campuses should have written, transparent, explicit, and
survivor and campus safety including, for example, amnesty
policies in cases where alcohol was present.
Written policies should refer to sexual assault, dating violence,
should be clearly articulated. Policies should establish a clear
process to handle grievances related to sexual assault to ensure
institutional accountability and focus on a student’s best interest.
Policies should outline sexual assault procedures that prioritize
They should also describe disciplinary measures for those found
responsible. There is a huge need for culturally competent,
providing services to marginalized communities. Community
based rape crisis centers should also be part of the development

complexity of new federal Regulations

should post policies online, include diagrams for visual learners,
and the process of investigating rape as a crime.
“We as students are supposed to be able to see

a range of survivors and addressing their needs. There
are communities that have had tenuous, and at times
systems. We have heard frequently from students and

“As far as policies go, the most important thing is to

important to distinguish disciplinary processes around
student codes of conduct and the investigation and

C A L I F O R N I A S T U D E N T S U M M I T O N S E X U A L A S S A U LT
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Victims of sexual violence experienced their first rape

42.2%

before age 18

79.6%

before age 25
Sources: Black, M. C., Basile, K. C., Breiding, M. J., Smith, S.
G., Walters, M. L., Merrick, M. T., . . . Stevens, M. R. (2011).
Statistics from 2010 National Intimate Partner & Sexual
Violence Survey, Centers for Disease Control.

campus policies should include mandatory sensitivity and resource
“Students have a desire and need to engage men
of student rights related to sexual assault. Mandatory sensitivity

a diversity of genders in counseling and advocacy

assumptions about a survivor or perpetrator’s gender identity and
life (including sexual orientation, immigration status, disability, and
cultural or religious factors).

survivor should get this sensitivity training. You’re
going to see the administrative assistant before you

policies should evolve over time and ensure mechanisms
for student representatives and campus administrators to
collaboratively monitor and improve policies.
Campuses should establish processes to regularly examine
protect survivors. There should be mechanisms for student and
assault should be included in a range of campus policies from
employment to study abroad programs and beyond.

There needs to be room to change and improve the

“Training faculty members, including campus
often feel as though administrators are simply

19
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Sample Definitions of Amnesty
Policies Related to Sexual Assault

campuses should have institutionalized and dedicated
resources for sexual assault response and create formal
partnerships with community based organizations to keep
momentum going and provide continuity given high student
turnover.

Medical Amnesty
The recipients of medical attention due to
an alcohol and/or other substance-related
incident may be able to have their formal
disciplinary sanction for being under the
influence of or in possession of alcohol and/or
other substances deferred by the University.

Good Samaritan
Students who seek medical assistance on
behalf of persons experiencing alcohol and/or
other substance-related emergencies may not
be subject to formal disciplinary sanctions by
the University for their own alcohol and/or
substance use or possession.

Emergency Situations
Any situation involving a threat or danger
to the health or safety on any individual(s),
including, but not limited to, alcohol and/or
other substances poisoning, sexual assault,
and/or other serious injury, etc.

Formal University Disciplinary Sanctions
Censure, disciplinary probation, deferred
suspension, disciplinary suspension, and/or
disciplinary dismissal.

Source: Medical Amnesty and Good Samaritan Policy,
http://www.deanofstudents.illinoisstate.edu/students/
get-help/crr/good-samaritan.

be representation and commitment from the

S T U D E N T S U M M I T O N S E X U A L A S S A U LT
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KEY ELEMENTS FOR EFFECTIVE POLICIES
Do they support survivors?
Can they be implemented?

students?
Are they informed by practice (have people
policy)?

AREAS FOR FURTHER EXPLORATION

facilitate the ongoing improvement of policies over
time, regardless of student and advocate turnover.

The listening session with
students was very useful for
us. We are used to hearing
about problems but not
and solutions. hearing
directly from students
allowed us to see more fully
how the needs of students
could be addressed on
college campuses.
– Representatives of the Women’s
Legislative Caucus

universities’ policies and practices. This independent
providing excellent sexual response and prevention
reporting.
Other ideas include establishing a rating system of
standard for response, resources, policies and
across departments and schools.
outside of sexual misconduct policies?
What types of policies are put in place to

resources in their policies?

A 2010 study calculated tangible and
intangible losses and concluded that each
rape costs $240,000 (based on US context).

Source: McCollister, K. E., French, M. T., & Fang, H. (2010).
for policy and program evaluation. Drug and Alcohol
Dependence, 108(1-2), 98-109.
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PREVENTION

WHAT WE MEAN BY “PREVENTION”

THE PROBLEM

Prevention includes a range of activities and strategies to create a
campus culture and environment that promotes health and safety
and prevents violence and exploitation.
personal behaviors, alter social norms, and promote institutional
accountability. These online programs often fail to provide students
to alter the conditions that facilitate sexual assault, domestic

do not address unique needs of individual campuses.

cultural norms and practices that normalize, excuse or tolerate
severe lack of security.
Since prevention programs tend to be housed in university

survivors, encourage respectful relationships and interactions,
that persons of any gender, race, ethnicity, religion, class, age,
disability, sexual orientation or gender identity or any other
resources, status and rights.
Prevention is not one model but various approaches that ensure
individuals understand the systemic dynamics of interpersonal
abolish those systemic dynamics. Prevention programs should
focus on altering the individual, relationship, community and

residential schools to develop prevention programs that can be
integrated and sustainable.

the experiences of communities that are historically marginalized.
prevention programs on campus often feel like university
administrations are trying to avoid liability rather than truly
support students.

institutional practices that support positive social norms.
As the number of sexual violence prevention programs has
increased in the last ten years, research on prevention programs
has lagged behind. Most prevention programs that have been
programs has not been able to detect a reduction of sexual
violence perpetration or victimization. These programs vary
in their approach and increasing attention has been paid to

of alcohol abuse.

colleges and universities often conduct prevention
programming in isolation from the larger community context.
are also part of larger community contexts. These community
it is essential that colleges and universities consider these
contexts in their prevention programming and partnerships.

S T U D E N T S U M M I T O N S E X U A L A S S A U LT
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STUDENT RECOMMENDATIONS – PREVENTION
Responsible prevention programs are comprehensive, hold
perpetrators accountable and are sensitive to various survivor
experiences.
administrators, faculty and students are truly invested in creating
a campus community and individuals that are empathetic and
supportive. At some schools, this could mean increased security,
prevention education. Students recommend having a mandatory
general education course on sexual assault prevention and
related themes that includes multicultural components related to

“My school isn’t a university and our problem is

of college rape
survivors told
someone
tough but necessary components of lasting change.
We need more men involved. Culture shift starts

“Prevention can highlight that alcohol is not

Source: Orchowski, L. M., & Gidycz, C. A. (2012). To whom do college women
assault disclosure and social reactions. Violence Against Women, 18(3), 264-288.

prevention activities need to be responsive, relevant, engaging

prevention messages need to be integrated into a wide variety
multiple opportunities to receive and reinforce prevention
messages (not just during orientation or sexual assault
awareness month).

conversations. Prevention programs need to hold perpetrators
engage the campus community. Campuses should address sexual

Prevention trainings and messages should be integrated into
a variety of events throughout the school year and reinforced
throughout a student’s academic career. Prevention programs
attempt to gather support from the entire campus community
including all students, faculty, parents and others.

in responding to those problems. We need to
miserable. Participating in prevention programs
sexuality, healthy relationships, and healthy and
for participatory action research that focuses on
solutions rather than the problem. We don’t move
– Student Particpant

are especially important. Students in need might
not go to an administrator for help. Peer educators
are trained on sexual assault prevention and are
they do need the support of a paid adult advocate

S T U D E N T S U M M I T O N S E X U A L A S S A U LT
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Survivors of rape knew their attackers as

23.7%

boyfriends/
ex-boyfriends

2.6%

acquaintances

35.5%

fellow classmates

34.2%
friends

Source: Statistics from 2010 National
Intimate Partner & Sexual Violence
Survey, Centers for Disease Control.

prevention across the lifespan (including with parents).
relationships and healthy attitudes about sex both before and

at local middle and high schools could receive

be comprehensive sex education as young as middle school so
to sex means. School districts can adopt prevention curricula as

general education requirement for all colleges AND

rape crisis centers to integrate their prevention programming
and messages throughout the larger community context.
strengthen the prevention programming for each institution
and ensure that prevention messages are reaching students in

“There are many programs that could help to prevent
“We can’t pretend that rape didn’t happen before
– Student Participant

– Nayla’ Hull, Community College Student Participant
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KEY ELEMENTS FOR EFFECTIVE PREVENTION
or one particular prevention strategy, comprehensive prevention
creates an environment on campus that has the potential to
change campus norms around sexual assault. No one prevention
strategy can have the impact of a comprehensive approach.

Prevent Connect

Include an understanding of the individual trauma

PreventConnect is a national online project
that advances the primary prevention of sexual
assault and relationship violence by building a
community of practice among people who are
engaged in such efforts. PreventConnect also
builds the capacity of local, state, territorial,
national and tribal agencies and organizations
to develop, implement and evaluate effective
prevention initiatives. PreventConnect uses
various forms of online media to connect people
and ideas, exploring issues and highlighting
efforts to:

violence?

WÇ

Stop sexual assault and relationship violence
before it starts,

WÇ

Engage communities in preventing sexual
assault and relationship violence, and

WÇ

Build upon the strengths of the rape crisis and
domestic violence movements, public health
and other prevention efforts to create social
change

CHECKLIST
doEs youR collEgE oR univERsiTy’s pREvEnTion
pRogRamming:
Include a range of prevention strategies, including
change, bystander, and promoting gender equity?

circumstances and violence perpetrated by authority
Include strategies that address sexual violence before

Occur at various levels of the university from faculty
students?
orientation to curriculum development to clubs and

development?
that contribute to creating a rape culture on campus
and in the larger community setting?

gET connEcTEd.
pREvEnTconnEcT.oRg

FOUNDATIONS OF PREVENTION

Community-centered
Program should be relevant, appropriate,
and respectful to the community in which
it is implemented.

Comprehensive
Program should include activities on
multiple levels of the social ecology.

Informed by evidence
Program should be supported by sound
theory and research, experiential, and
contextual evidence.

Well implemented
Program should be competently
implemented to meaningfully effect
change.

REfEREncEs

CONCLUSION
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CONCLUSION
strengthen college approaches to sexual assault. Participating
students, legislators and funders all expressed a strong desire
serve as a model of actively inviting and facilitating student input
In terms of content, the Summit generated student analysis
pressing challenges facing college campuses today.

not only the problems but also a common analysis and positive
solutions that could be applied across diverse campus settings.

discussions about sexual assault on college
campuses.
2. Survivor safety and support and perpetrator
accountability must be at the center of all campus
Colleges must ensure that approaches and policies
populations.
community partners (such as local rape crisis centers

Colleges need comprehensive prevention programs
that employ various strategies.

for students to come together in a safe and facilitated space
to share their experiences, insights, strategies, and desires for

learn from other students about resources and procedures at
of their college’s approach to sexual assault, and promising
setting. Perhaps more importantly, they felt a decreased sense
assault. As one student stated, “We can all relate to each other,

Student Perspectives
on the Summit
I thought that the sexual assault and rape
education and prevention program at my
school was great. But after participating in
this Summit, I’ve learned that there are so
many things I can add to make my program
even better.
– Lucy Le
“I loved hearing details about specific
resources and programs so that I can gather
ideas about options to bring to my school.
I love how open everyone is to answering
questions about their campuses. I think
everyone here has a genuine intention to
better their own campus as well as improve
the situation at all campuses in California.
– Christina Keenan
I learned a lot from my peers at the summit.
– Jennifer Hicks
Participating in this Summit was a dream
come true. Ever since I started to connect
with other students, I have been realizing
that sexual assault is an epidemic on college
campuses. To have CALCASA organize this
summit for us was unbelievable. I hope to see
it happen again.
– Kaya Masler
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HOW TO USE THIS REPORT
What can you do today to address sexual assault on college

for universities, colleges and Trade schools
Reach out and explore existing community programs
sexual assault.

campus related to sexual assault.

for legislators
improve legislation around sexual assault on college
campuses.
strengthen legislation.
for funders
assault response, resources, policies and prevention

Invite students to participate in designing,
implementing and evaluating campus policies and
protocols around sexual assault, using the tools and
recommendations in this report as a starting point.
for advocates and Rape crisis centers
resources and services.
establishing or strengthening your relationships.

please contact the CALCASA Campus Team at info@calcasa.org.

for students

Do they prioritize survivor safety and perpetrator

can become involved in your community and your

could be done to support survivors from those
communities.
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lisT of QuEsTions foR 2014 sTudEnT summiT on sExual
assaulT
Response: protocols and procedures related to providing
services and support to victims of sexual violence.

violence.
What is your campus sexual assault policy?

discloses sexual violence?

2. What is your campus dating violence policy?

2.
on campus?

language used, terms used, etc.
Where do policies on these issues exist? (Study
athletic participation polices?)

Do you have any recommendations?
police department)

prevention: a range of activities and strategies to create a
campus culture and environment that promotes health and
safety and prevents violence and exploitation.

Do you have any recommendations?

What prevention programs does your school have on

Resources: programs, individuals, and other tangible products
to support victims of sexual violence.
victims of sexual assault?
2.
sexual violence on campus?

2.
implements them? Are they online? In person?
Ongoing?
year orientation? Throughout several years?
Have you been involved? Are these programs
mandatory?

resources)?

Do you have any recommendations?
Do you have any recommendations?

S T U D E N T S U M M I T O N S E X U A L A S S A U LT
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APPENDIX B

KEy ElEmEnTs of EffEcTivE REsponsE, REsouRcEs, policiEs
and pREvEnTion
survivor safety and support
diverse formats and should be integrated into school
events and materials throughout the year, including
orientation, class syllabi, regular email blasts, and

sensitivity training.

comprehensive services through campus and community
partnerships

Culturally relevant responses. A range of community
and campus resources exists, including those
for marginalized student populations such as
disabilities, and others.

Advocacy

Medical care
assaulted (for example, for using alcohol or drugs).
Academic options
approach means creating response policies and
victimization.
Timely & accessible Resources

Housing options
Legal options
Counseling
Agency

response systems that use both on campus resources
at all times.
High visibility and easy access to services. Survivors
able to access them appropriately, including services

about these resources – meaning that a student

Do they hold perpetrators accountable?
Do they support survivors?
Can they be implemented?

students?
similar policy?

Multiple points of entry. Student survivors are able

responses and processes.
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APPENDIX B

comprehensive prevention programming
Include an understanding of the individual trauma
violence?

circumstances and violence perpetrated by authority
Include a range of prevention strategies, including
promotes gender equity?
Include strategies that address sexual violence before

Occur at various levels of the university from faculty
students?
orientation to curriculum development to clubs and

development?
that contribute to creating a rape culture on campus
and in the larger community setting?
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APPENDIX C

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
2004 california campus blueprint

california coalition against sexual assault

calcasa member agencies

campus Technical assistance and Resource project
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CALCASA Student Summit participants, Rachaell
Mondino and Jennifer Jenkins, in the process of
documenting results of the student led discussions.
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Survivors’ voices, needs, concerns
and decisions drive this work, and
we support their healing, access to
justice and right to safety.
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1215 K Street Suite 1850
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 446-2520
(888) 922-5227
(916) 254-5793 Fax
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