
On June 9, Break the Cycle hosted the Teen Center Annual Conference 
at Center for Healthy Communities in downtown Los Angeles.

With a focus on “Advocating for Teen Victims in the Legal System,” this free 
conference provided an opportunity for advocates and victim service-providers to 
gain valuable knowledge and skills about the legal challenges facing teen victims of 
dating abuse. Topics included teens’ legal rights and available remedies, maintaining 
confidentiality and unique challenges facing underserved youth, including LGBTQ 
teens and immigrant teens.  

The participants and presenters travelled from throughout the country to discuss this 
important topic.  Break the Cycle thanks this year’s presenters:

Bronwyn Blake, Texas Advocacy Project     Terra Slavin, LA Gay and Lesbian Center
Julie Kunce Field, Confidentiality Institute     The Honorable Judge Eugene Hyman
Maureen Ivy Quicho, Gabriela Network    
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“Excellent training!  
Well-executed... the 
presenters were very 
knowledgeable. Thank  
you for all you do!”

— service provider 
     from Utah

Break the Cycle announces the partner organizations that have been 
selected to pilot our new Ending Violence curriculum and residency 
programs this fall.

Among the groups we are thrilled to partner with are Green Dot Charter Schools,  
Los Angeles Unified School District, Lennox School District and the Afterschool  
All-Stars Program. Together, we will teach teens throughout Los Angeles County  
about dating abuse, navigating the justice system and healthy relationships. With the 
help of these organizations, we will also launch a residency program that engages 
college-aged mentors and high school students in activism and leadership on the  
issue of dating abuse. 

In 2010, the Ending Violence pilot programs in Los Angeles will integrate the 
comprehensive policy materials developed by Break the Cycle’s technical assistance 
team in our Washington, DC office. The combination of preventive education and 
policies will help educators and administrators better address teen dating abuse  
on campuses city-wide.

Within these pages you’ll find opportunities to take action and make a  
difference in the communities and neighborhoods you care about most.*

New Community Partners
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Dear Friends,

We cannot back down. 

A recent survey indicates that the declining economy is leading to a rise in 
incidents of teen dating abuse. While the need for domestic violence services 
continues to escalate, we are faced with the reality that support systems all 
around us are scaling back and struggling to stay afloat.

We must continue our services.

Break the Cycle’s Ending Violence DVD curriculum is now available. 
Innovative and user-friendly, the DVD provides communities nationwide with  
a cost-effective solution to educate their local youth about dating violence.

We are giving HOPE.  Though this important membership-driven program, 
parents and other concerned citizens have the opportunity to help enact 
change so that all teens have the rights they need to find justice and safety.

Our model programs and trainings for schools and organizations throughout 
the country are making certain that teachers and administrators have the 
resources they need to serve young victims of violence as efficiently and 
effectively as possible.

We need your help. 

We challenge our supporters to join us—as a volunteer, donor, HOPE member 
or founding sponsor in our Adopt-A-School Campaign. You can help bring 
Break the Cycle into your community.

Thank you for continuing to support our work.

Sincerely,

Marjorie Gilberg 
Executive Director

the Executive Director

COnTACT Us 
WE’VE MOVED!

5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 1150
Los Angeles, CA 90045

P.O. Box 21034
Washington, DC 20009

888.988.TEEN
www.breakthecycle.org
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school’s out but healthy relationships are in!

With budget cuts hitting schools nationwide, educators are in 
desperate need of cost-effective programs that make an impact on 
the young people in their classrooms. Compounding the problem, 
new reports indicate that the economy has also set dating abuse 
on the rise.

Ending Violence is the solution! 

Sponsor the Ending Violence program for the high school of your 
choice and help the youth in your community learn how to escape 
abuse and build lasting, healthy relationships.

Adopt a school before the back-to-school bells ring this fall!

For more information, please visit breakthecycle.org or call 
310.286.3383, ext. 806.

BREAK THE CYCLE

Introducing the 
  Adopt-a-School

young professionals|DC

In June, BTCYP-DC held its first event at Co Co. Sala 
restaurant. The event provided the opportunity to 
discuss the many ways BTCYP can help friend-raise 
for Break the Cycle. The kick-off event was a huge 
success! 

Volunteer Caroline rogus is the first DC member of our 
BTCYP Leadership Committee. A senior associate at 
law firm Wilmer hale. Caroline received her JD from 
University of Pennsylvania Law School in 2003, and 
her BA from Wellesley College in 1999. As a leader of 
BTCYP-DC, Caroline is thrilled to help raise awareness 
about Break the Cycle’s mission. 

Now ten strong, the BTCYP Committee is on its way 
to helping Break the Cycle meet the needs of youth 
throughout the District of Columbia.

Interested in joining BTCYP?

Please contact us at btcyp@breakthecycle.org. 
202.824.0707 (DC) or 310.286.3383 (LA)
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CAMPAIGN

With the success of Break the Cycle young Professionals (BTCyP) in Los Angeles, we are 
pleased to now offer our BTCyP volunteer opportunity in Washington, DC.

®JOIN US:
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Brick Layers Build a Path

Together, we have raised three times more than last year’s campaign to 
build a path to The Safe Space. 

View the campaign at breakthecycle.org.

Break the Cycle would like to thank our dedicated supporters 
who participated as Brick Layers in our Brick Campaign.

Diann Ackard
Susan Acquista
Eric Anderson
Andrew Ashiofu
Jon Blankenberg
Ali Bodin
Linda Ellis
Cristina Escobar

Susannah Faxon-Mills
Amanda Fischer
Colleen Gallopin
Marjorie Gilberg
Jennika Kirkbride
rhona Leary
Sarah Mallory
Sue Markwood

Veronica Meza
Monique harris
Mae Philpott
Christibelle Salazar
Chai Shenoy
Alexis Marie Shikarides
Teresa Soskin
Jessica Tejada

TO THESAFESPACE.ORG

Break the Cycle is pleased to announce two new Board members:

Lisa Bonner is an attorney at Bonner Law, PC, an entertainment 
law firm in New York. She is a frequent lecturer and has been a 
live legal correspondent for Fox News and CNBC. Lisa graduated 
Cum Laude from University of Missouri’s School of Journalism  
and holds a JD from New York University School of Law.

suzanne Morris is Vice President of West Coast Technology 
Operations for home Box Office. Prior to hBO, she worked at 
J.h. Whitney and JP Morgan. Suzanne is a Summa Cum Laude 
graduate of howard University School of Communications and 
holds a JD from University of Pennsylvania Law School.

We also welcomed two new staff members:

raquel Mata, Contracts & Administrative Coordinator

AJ Pearlman, State Policy Attorney

NEW AddITIONS TO BREAK THE CYCLE

Meet the Team
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“i am excited  
  about my future.”

recently, a Break the Cycle staff attorney represented Amber*, a young mother of two, involved in a 
turbulent relationship in which she endured both emotional and physical abuse.  Amber contacted Break 
the Cycle and we provided her with the help she needed, including referrals to local resources and free, 
comprehensive legal services.

After fighting an appeal from her abuser and helping with her lengthy custody battle, Break the Cycle is 
proud to report Amber is now reunited with her children and is taking steps to build their new life together. 
To aid in this process, Break the Cycle secured a grant from Allstate Foundation to provide Amber with 
things she needs to move her life forward, including a laptop and a metro travel pass.  

Amber has been accepted into a medical assistant training program and is now living free from violence 
and fear.  

“It is a privilege to have a computer. It gives me an opportunity to find a job and better my future. It will  
also help with my children’s education, so that they can go to college one day.”

Our sincere thanks to Amber for sharing this story of strength. 
*Name changed to protect the confidentially and safety of the survivor.
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? Join HOPE, Break the Cycle’s 
National Membership Program,
and become part of an 
effort dedicated to ensuring 
our young people have the 
right to safe and healthy  
relationships. Visit  
breakthecycle.org/hope  
for more information.

Yes! I want to give HOPE.  
Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation to support Break the Cycle:
m $10 HOPE annual membership  m  Other amount $                                  
Name                                                                   m Check enclosed – payable to Break the Cycle

Address                                          m MC          m Visa         m Amex          m Discover

City                                          State         Zip              Card #                                       Exp Date           /         

Phone                                Fax                                  Card holder’s Name                                            

Email                                                                        Signature                                                                     

m Will your employer match your donation?  
If yes, please enclose form.

Mail to: Break the Cycle, 5777 W. Century Blvd., 
Suite 1150, Los Angeles, CA 90045



5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 1150 
Los Angeles, CA 90045

..................................

engage     •     educate     •     empower
SAVE-THE-NEW-DATE October 11, 2009—Hollywood, CA
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