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MARY KAY HELPS
END DATING VIOLENCE

As Break the Cycle continues to bring programs to communities nationwide, 

it is vital we build partnerships that support our capacity to do so. Our newest

partnership with Mary Kay Inc. is exactly what Break the Cycle needed to help

expand our life-saving work. 

In a remarkable global campaign, Mary Kay is donating 100% of its profits

from the sale of Apple Berry Crème Lipstick as part of its Beauty that Counts™

program to change the lives of women and children around the world.

Through this project in the United States, Mary Kay is pleased to support

Break the Cycle's groundbreaking Ending Violence DVD – an interactive 

domestic violence prevention tool especially designed to educate teens about

building healthier, happier relationships.

The DVD will launch in September of this year, building on our evidence-

based Dating Violence 101 curriculum. By employing new technology, 

Ending Violence will democratize domestic violence education—enabling

more people to teach about it so thousands more will benefit from its 

preventative lessons.

Around the country, Mary Kay Independent Beauty Consultants are joining 

the movement to end domestic violence by selling Apple Berry lipstick. 

The Beauty that Counts™ campaign will run from May through December

2008. Through this generous program, Mary Kay is publicly proclaiming 

their commitment to Break the Cycle's work of stopping domestic violence

before it starts. 
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LETTER FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

Nearly four years ago, I was promoted
into the position of Executive Director at a
time of challenging transition for Break
the Cycle. During my tenure, we have
achieved impressive accomplishments,
embarked on major organizational
restructuring, and clearly defined Break
the Cycle’s goals and strategic vision. And
I am proud to say we have never strayed
from our core mission and values.

After much consideration, I have deter-
mined the time has come for me to step
down as Break the Cycle’s Executive Director. 

I have benefited from the most talented, smart and committed 
management team, staff and board of directors one could wish 
for. Together we have built a truly innovative, forward-thinking
organization, and of that I am extremely proud. We have laid the
groundwork for a new phase in the organization’s life cycle, and 
I am certain it will be a successful one. 

We are now in a stable place, with a clear vision of who we are and
where we are going in the future. We have a strong base of support
to help us succeed. Break the Cycle is launching significant national
partnerships and programs that will reinforce our reputation as a
leader in the movement to end domestic violence.

This is a very bittersweet decision for me. For 10 years, I have
been honored to work for such a great organization and with such
incredible people. I will forever be an enthusiastic champion of
Break the Cycle and I look forward to working alongside you as a
supporter of the agency’s life-saving mission to empower youth 
to end domestic violence.

Please do not hesitate to email me directly at 
jessica.aronoff@breakthecycle.org to discuss this and Break 
the Cycle’s exciting future.

With sincere gratitude for your continued support,
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CONTACT US:
5200 W. Century Blvd., Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90045 

888.988.TEEN
www.breakthecycle.org
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Yes! I want to help empower youth to end domestic violence.
Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation to support Break the Cycle:

o $1000  o $500  o $100  o $50  o $25 o Other $    

Name o Check enclosed – payable to Break the Cycle

Address o MC o Visa o Amex o Discover

City State Zip Card # Exp Date        /       /

Phone Fax Card Holder’s Name

Email Signature

o Will your employer match your donation? If yes, please enclose form.

#

Mail to: Break the Cycle, 5200 W. Century Blvd.,
Suite 300, Los Angeles, CA 90045

LAW ENFORCEMENT
NATIONWIDE TRAINED TO

BETTER PROTECT YOUTH
Break the Cycle is leveraging our 12 years of leadership working
with youth to create more secure communities. As part of our
technical assistance program, we are training adults and community
leaders nationwide to ensure that teens experiencing dating 
violence can access appropriate and effective services.

In June, Break the Cycle hosted a conference in Washington, DC
focusing on the role law enforcement plays in protecting young
victims of violence. The Law Enforcement Symposium trained
police, who traveled from all over the country, on how to respond
to teens’ unique needs. Participants learned new, youth-friendly:

· Investigative techniques
· Strategies for responding to

technology-based harassment
· Culturally-sensitive strategies

to address dating violence
among African American youth

· Campus law enforcement 
models 

· Collaborative prosecution 
practices

To continue the work 
accomplished at the conference,
Break the Cycle will publish 
a workbook series with a 
special section for law 
enforcement in early 2009.

Break the Cycle’s youth activism programs
engage youth to increase awareness about teen
dating violence among their peers. Because
teens talk most to other teens, youth-led and
youth-driven projects are the most effective
way to spread our message of hope and safety.

In Los Angeles, we recently worked with young
women at the continuation school, Youth
Opportunities Unlimited (YOU). With support
and training from Break the Cycle, these high
school juniors and seniors led a round table
discussion with fifteen younger students to
raise awareness about teen dating violence.

On the other side of the country, in DC, eleven
ninth graders from Cesar Chavez Public Charter
School for Public Policy worked with Break the
Cycle. As part of a two-week intensive program,
the students  learned about teen dating 
violence, provided input on design and strategy
for two of our national programs and participated
in creating an outreach video. The students then
returned to their school and educated their entire
student body about what they had learned.

By teaming up with motivated youth, Break the
Cycle not only stays in touch with our target
population, we also train the front lines in the
movement against domestic violence–teens. 

YOUTH ACTIVISM
COAST TO COAST

Acting Lieutenant Brett Parson of the
Metropolitan Police Department of
Washington, DC.
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DONOR SPOTLIGHT
We are pleased to announce the following new funding partnerships: 

To support the expansion of our classroom-based prevention 
curriculum, the US Department of Justice Byrne Memorial Trust
awarded funds for our Ending Violence DVD project.

Our website thesafespace.org was bolstered by free online web
advertising from Google Inc. and a $10,000 award from the Make
Yourself Foundation. 

Aaroe Associates Charitable Foundation and long-time supporter
Munger Tolles & Olson Associates Fund awarded $1,500 each to
support our life-saving work engaging, educating and empowering
youth in Los Angeles. 

We were delighted with the recent support of new funders including
The Washington Post Company for our efforts in the District of
Columbia, as well as a first-time award from Comerica Bank to 
continue our domestic violence programs in Los Angeles.

This summer, Break the Cycle is proud to
introduce eleven new interns. Hailing from
around the country, they share the common
goal of engaging, educating and empowering
youth to end domestic violence.  

Our summer interns are working on some 
of Break the Cycle’s most exciting and 
significant projects: creating our interactive,
educational DVD; producing a fotonovela 
to raise awareness among Latino youth;
encouraging youth activism through
Speak.Act.Change campaign; working on
legal cases; and securing funds to sustain
our important work. 

With eleven interns in our two offices, Break
the Cycle’s team nearly doubles in size,
greatly adding to the success and productivity
of the organization.  Break the Cycle is 
excited to welcome the interns and we look
forward to working with them throughout
the summer.

For more information on our year-round
internship program, visit
breakthecycle.org/join-us.html.

WELCOME 2008
SUMMER INTERNS

Los Angeles Summer Interns from left to right (top row)
Randal Wilhite, Stephanie Pickering, Sara Lesser; 
(bottom row) Jessica Little, Julia Wood and Atticus Lee

INCREASING
MINORS’ RIGHTS

How well do your state’s laws protect teens
in abusive relationships? This past spring,
Break the Cycle evaluated state laws based
on how well they protect minors in abusive
relationships. We published the findings 
in our first annual State Law Report Card.
Dismally, more than half the states received
D’s or F’s. On a more hopeful note, 
representatives from several states 
contacted us to learn how to improve
their laws upon reading the report.

Widespread awareness about the report would not have been 
possible without the pro bono support of Van Prooyen Greenfield
LLP. Thanks to Chief Operating Officer Lori Teranishi and her expert
PR team, Break the Cycle’s Report Card reached a huge audience.
Major local media nationwide covered the story for print, television
and radio. In the first month alone, the report was downloaded
nearly 6,000 times from our website.

We can proudly say that Break the Cycle is making real strides
improving teen’s access to legal protections against domestic 
violence. We look forward to the 2009 edition of the Report Card
and the opportunity to document states’ improvements.

Lori Teranishi, COO, 
Van Prooyen Greenfield
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
AWARENESS MONTH

It is only July and Break the Cycle is already busy preparing 
for Domestic Violence Awareness Month in October.
Throughout the month, domestic violence issues receive
national attention and new audiences embrace Break the
Cycle’s mission and programs.

We invite you to join us this October by taking action against
domestic violence. Discover or rediscover activist opportunties
by visiting the “Join Us” section of breakthecycle.org. 

Try hosting a Valentine’s Anytime party to share our mission
with your friends and family. February 14th only comes once a
year, but Break the Cycle encourages you to celebrate love and
healthy relationships all year round! You can find all the party-
planning tips and ideas you need to host a successful event in
the “Creative Giving” section of our website.

Curious about other ways you can take action? You can 
sensitively and effectively raise awareness about domestic 
violence in your community with our simple online training,
Speak Up. Speak Out. Speak Now. Or, consider supporting our
work by changing your online search engine to GoodSearch
and selecting Break the Cycle as your charity of choice. There
are so many things, big and small, that you can do to make a
difference. Find out more at breakthecycle.org.

Last year Break the Cycle began developing 
a public education campaign targeting Latino
Youth. This campaign works to prevent 
abusive relationships, promote available
resources and inspire youth to take action
against domestic and dating violence. Since
making the commitment to reach out to this
underserved population, Break the Cycle 
has accomplished several big goals in just 
a few months.

January marked the premiere of the Ayuda
section on thesafespace.org. The Spanish-
language portion of the site allows teens to
ask for advice and learn about healthy 
relationships, all in their native tongue. 
We have already populated the section 
with the basics of abuse and hope to double
the content by the end of the summer! 
You can visit the site at:
thesafespace.org/ayuda.html 

Break the Cycle is also wrapping up the 
production of our own fotonovela. It tells 
the story of a young Latina who experiences
abuse, contacts Break the Cycle and gets 
help. Be on the lookout for a copy of this 
alternative comic book in the fall!

BREAK THE CYCLE
TARGETS

LATINO YOUTH

Join our e-newsletter!
Visit www.breakthecycle.org to subscribe.

We will never sell your email address or contact information.
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Iam receiving 
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name from your 
mailing list.  
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