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MTV Launches 'A Thin Line' To Stop | i

Digital Abuse o '
Shows, contests and online tools are aimed at halting the mm
spread of sexting and cyberbullying. 3
By MTY Mews Staff i .- A e

[-:Ielete / forward

Wisws 7,465 Comments 2 Fating 0% Rate Article w

w Add to Favorites

Photo: Athinline.arg

MTY announced on Thursday (December 3) the launch of a multi-year initistive called TOP STORIES

“A Thin Line™ aimed at stopping the spread of abuse in the form of sexting, premium roas!
u:\,fber.bullving and d_ig'rtal_dating abuse. The goal of the intistive is to empovver ﬁ:,'u::"j:tjvlilr At e I O S tﬁffeé
America's youth to identify, respond to and stop the spread of the various forms of i
dlgl‘ta' harassmert. Lady Gag s 'Potential’ To Be The Nexdd Madonna I

Director
"Our sudience lives online, and while every generation deals with their own et of )
shuze izzues, the digital sphere exponertizlly incresses opportunities for misuse," -
=aid Stephen Friedman, general manager of MTY. "There is & very thin line between
private and public, this moment and forever, love and abuse, and words and wouncds, Lil Wayne's Rebirth Goes Gold
A, Thin Line is built to empovver our audience to drase their owen line between digital
u=e and digital abuze "
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Accaording to a new study released on Thursday by MTY and The 4 ssocisted Press

that explores the full scope of digital abuse, 50 percert of 1440-24-year-olds have |.L”r||:I war 37 Eneling Could Heve Been Huch new

heen the target of some form of digital abuse, 30 percent have sent or received nude ) i .- o o D " m H
photos af other young people on their cel phones or onling and 12 percent of those E[:’;L"“ Stewart Says She Could Never Be A Rock cL0 ﬂr ?n“
whio have sexted have contemplated suicide, a rate four times higher than thoze who at m

hiaven't. The study explores the pervasiveness of digital abuse, how t's affecting
America's youth, howe they're responding to it, their concerns ancd much mare.,

ance Is Her "Wehicle' For Change [.lli|i||| | D”l;m Hirﬂ'”
at bre it
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A, Thin Line will addrezs digital abuse izzues on a number of frontz, including an-air,
anling and with real-world intistives integrated into MTY"s top-rated programming.
Among the programiming efforts will be an MTY Mews special focuzed on sexting that
will sir on YWalertine's Day 2010 called "True Life: | Have Digital Drama," public service
announcements (including tva by acclaimed director Joel Schumacher, "Public
Muclity" and "Tattoo"), innovative online and mobile tools, and the Redraw the Line
Challenge, wwhich will ask young people to submit their ideas for crestive soldtions to
hialt the spread of digital abuse.
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On Thursday, MTY alsa launched AThinLine.org, a place where young people can
get access to information, resources and support onissues related to diotal abuse.

Far the initistive, MTY has partnered with Facebook, MySpace, the Family Wiolence
Prevention Fund, WiredSafety, the Anti-Defamation League, Blue Shield of California
Foundstion, LovelsRespect org, the Mational Teen Dating Abuse Helpline, the Mational
rk to End Domestic Yiolence, Liz Claikorne Inc., DoSomething.org
Ruder Finn, Teenangels, and PBES' "Frontline " Thursday's launch of & Thin Line
coincided with Liz Claiborne Inc.'s t's Time to Talk Day, an annual day dedicated to
encourading Americans to speak up and raise national sttertion for domestic
violence, including teen dating violence and intimate partner abuse.

"The zafety of our users is paramount to ws, and only by working together can we
zeek to educate young people shout the dangers of digital abuse and cyberbullying,”
zaid Tim Sparapani, director of public policy st Facebook. "We applaud and support
MTY for all of the wark it has done to launch & Thin Line and are pleased to be a part
of thiz important initistisve which both empowers and educates "

Warking with the Blue Zhield of California Foundation, MTY launched the Redraw the
Line Challenge, a contest that asks young people to come up with & digital antidote
to digital abuse — from new mobile or Web-bazed services to social games or viral
content. The winning individual or team will receive & $10,000 prize and a chance to
swvark with MTY to zee their idea come to life. Entries are due by February 18, 2010,
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