peggy lipton:
the mom squad

A foree of one, Peggy Lipton uses straight talk and motherly

aduvice to teach teens to break the evele of domestic violence
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Lipton discusses domestic vioclence with BTC founder Meredith Blake and students.

illegal and that crimes have conse-
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quences,” says Meredith Blake, an attor-
ney who founded the organization in
1995, “We need to be ralking to kids
about this issue before they get involved
in unhealthy relationships. There's in-
credible hope when you intervene at this
early age, instead of wairting until these
girls become abused women.™

Despite a hectic schedule (her projects
include the upcoming films Skipped
Parts, with Drew Barrymore, and The
Intern, with Gwyneth Paltrow), Lipton 1s
committed to doing whart she can to help
educate teens about abuse befare it starts
and raise money for the cause. Indeed,
she says, “I'm ready to go to Washington
[to lobby|, if it would make a difference

lation or funding for programs

Lipton has always felt passionately

about alerting voung people to the dan-

eers of domestic violence. She recalls dis-
cussing domestic abuse with her two
danghters, by ex-husband Quincy Jones,
back when the girls were high school stu-
dents. (Kidada, 27, and Rashida, z5, are
now both actresses; Rashida co-stars on
Fox's Boston Public.) *One of my daugh-
ters recently told me that our conversa-
tion abour domestic abuse helped her
because she knew that I was chere for
her and that I would not judge her, no
matter what happened to her,” Lip-
ton says. “That’s what it means to *break
the cycle.” Ir all starts with self-respect
that every parent is capable of instil-

ling in their child.” —Monica Corcoran
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