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Biden Commemorates Violence Against Women
Act

Biden, wormen's groups observe 13th anniversary of Violence Against Wornen Act
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Wiomen's groups gathered at Vice President Jog Biden's home Tuesday night to toast the 1 5th anniversary of
landmark legislation simed at eliminating violence against wamen.

ou've helped 20 many women step out of the darkness. You've helped =0 many yound girls expect a different
future, expect different treatment " Biden said as he commemarsted the 1994 Violence Against Women Act. "This
iz a day to celebrate . We have 50 much to be proud of "

The Mational Womean's Laww Center, FaithTrust Instiute, Mational Metvwork to End Domestic Violence and American
Azzacigtion of University Women wwere among the groups invited to the vice president's residence, located onthe
grounds of the .S Maval Observatary in northwvest Washington.

Biden recalled hovy domestic violence was once regarded as a private matter. "t vwasnt the business of the
government. t's a family matter" he told about 100 guests. Advocates for waomen inspired a different attitude, he
zaid.

The Yiolence Against YWomen &ct, crafted by Biden while he served on the Senate Judiciary Commiltes az a
zenagtor from Delawsare, led to more money for women's shelters and lav-enforcement training.

Domestic viclence rates fell sharply betvween 1993 and 2004, The Bureau of
Justice Statistics zaid that “intimate partner violence" rates fell by more than 50
percent, which some experts attributed to key elements of the 1994 law.
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Bidlen joined advocates from women's groups in saying that mare needed to he
done. "We cannot let thiz slip from the consciousneszs " he said.

Advocates are focusing on the International Wiolence Against Women Act, a
separate piece of legislation, and reauthorizing the Violence Against VWil
Actin 2011, =aid Juley Fulcher of the organizatiol k

Fulcher, a guest at the event, said there's maore work to do to prevent dating
violence and to provide services for teenagers who have experienced
domestic and sexual viclence., "There's definitely room for improvement " she
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Advocates worry that high unemployment may be contributing to domestic violence across the nation. The MNational
Daomestic Violence Hotline has received about 21 000 calls on average a month this year. Last year, the average
wwas 19,500, said Retha Fielding, a spokeswaman for the hot line.

Fielding =zid she helieves the number of calls has rizen because of the recession as well as increased
avvareness of the hot line number When someane in & household loses a job ar a family loses a house, & woman
could feel as if she has fewer choices if she wants to walk avway from the violence, Fielding said.

"They're afraid to leave or they can't make plans to leave because the stustion has changed," she said, "Most of
these women have children they have to take care of "

Wahien asked howy the government is responding to domestic sbuse tied to the recession, Lynn Rosenthal, White
Housze domestic advizer on violence against wwomen, said federal agencies are looking carefully at the prokblem.

"We're very aware of it," Rosenthal said.
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