[Date]

RE: Break the Cycle’s 2010 Teen Dating Violence State Law Report Cards

Dear [Representative or Senator]:
I am writing to you today to thank you for your leadership and commitment to ensuring teens in [State] have the opportunity to lead safe and healthy lives.
Break the Cycle, the nation’s leading expert on dating abuse, recently released its 2010 Teen Dating Violence State Law Report Cards, grading states on how teen-friendly their laws are and whether they are accessible to minor victims of dating abuse.
I am excited to report that [STATE] received a grade of [GRADE].  You and other legislators have made sure that teens are protected and I thank you for your continued efforts to provide teens in [STATE] with access to the legal rights they deserve.   
Domestic violence is not just an issue for adults. As many as one in three teens will experience dating violence and two-thirds of them will never report it. Abuse crosses all social, economic and ethnic boundaries, devastating a young person’s health and safety. Teens face overwhelming obstacles to getting help, including access to basic securities such as money, shelter and transportation. Intensifying these barriers for teens are the widespread statutory restrictions that exist because relatively few states provide a comprehensive response to the issue of teen dating abuse. 
Although I am thrilled that [STATE] provides legal protection to young victims of abuse, there are still many ways our state, and you as a leader, can improve its response to dating violence:

· Feel free to insert recommendations from report card here.

I strongly urge you to review [STATE’s] Report Card by visiting www.breakthecycle.org and learning about how you can change state laws to improve [STATE]’s response to dating violence. As your constituent, I ask you to please join me so that we can ensure the health and safety of all young people in our state.
Thank you for your time and consideration. Together, we can break the cycle of violence and ensure that our world is a safer, healthier place for our youth. 
Sincerely, 

[INSERT NAME HERE]

Break the Cycle HOPE Member
